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An Introduction of Qualitative Research to Nursing

0 From The Viewpoint of Social Research Methodology[

Jun OKAMURA, M.H.S.”’

In human sciences, much attention is now focused on qualitative research, but there is a diversity of
definitions of qualitative research and its critera. Then, in order to introduce qualitative research to nursing
from the viewpoint of social research, literature reference discussion has been conducted.

The results of this discussion revealed that qualitative research in nursing should be considered as follows:

0) It can be defined expediently as the research, in which each subject is valued as a case, the case is not
taken out of the context where it is present, the case is described by the text that each subject represents,
and researchers interpret the meanings of the text in vivo code.

) It is essentially similar to nursing practice, in which each client is importantly treated as an individual,
the wants that each client presents are met, the cultural and community context of their wants is understood,
caring and intervention is given, and their satisfaction with the practice is evaluated.

0) It can be evaluated from the standpoint of four criteria :
[ dependability, which means that any reader of the article can trace the process of the researcher’s text
interpretation and they can double-check similar cases for purposes of comparison;
O credibility, which means that his/her interpretation of the text can be credited in a context;

O transferability, which means that his/her interpretation of the text in a context can be transferred to
another context; and

O relevance, which means that its results can contribute to the solution of clinical problems.

Key words: qualitative research, dependability, credibility, transferability, relevance
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