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A Historical Review of the Public Health Nurse Station System
in Comparison with other Prefectures under Control by GHQ

Omine Chieko, P.H.N., LL.B.”

0 . Background
PHN's station system has not only unique history in Japan but also contributed to the promotion of public
health in Okinawa. Only a few prefectures maintained a longterm PHNs station system under GHQ.
0. Object
To examine the significance of the system in Okinawa in view of the unique circumstances both politically
and geographically.
0. Resarch design
Select the prefectures through guestionnaires distributed to person in charge of health nursing and determine
the target prefectures. Comparative analysis of the reports, thus obtained.
0 . Result and Conclusion
Four prefectures including Okinawa enforced the system started under GHQ. However, the system
gradually lost its ground and was abolished in the end due largely to political and social change in Japan.
The Ryukyu government inherited the system of PHN's station and public health nursing service contributed
to public health progress in Okinawa. Difficulties of obtaining qualified personnel still remain. It is
necessary to develop an alternative system in Okinawa for this reason.
Key words: Comparison with the system in other prefecturesl
Direct Occupation of Okinawa by USAD The national health programi
Termination of the system and its outcome.
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